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- at sea level normal is > 500mmHg

- ALI < 300

- ARDS < 200

ADVANTAGES

- simple

DISADVANTAGES

- dependent on barometric pressure

- can not distinguish hypoxaemia due to alveolar hypoventilation from other causes (unlike A-a gradient)

- markedly dependent on FiO2

- highly depdendent on CaO2-CvO2 which tends to fluctuate markedly in sepsis
Jeremy Fernando (2010)

